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contributed under the coordination of Jordi Manent. And
then in 2021, the book Josep Massot i Muntaner, el combat
per la historia by David Ginard i Féron, was issued. It
starts with a prologue by Paul Preston, who stresses the
importance of the Foreign Office documentation that
Massot located in the British National Archive, which is
of keen interest in revealing the international dimension
of the Spanish Civil War around Mallorca and Menorca
due to the Italian intervention and the failure of Captain
Alberto Bayo’s expedition from Barcelona. Ginard’s book
is organised as a dialogue with Josep Massot, where his
life is associated with the history of the country at all

times, and with a great deal of information, such as the
historian-monk’s collaboration with the shut-in of intel-
lectuals at Montserrat in 1970, the immediate forerunner
to the establishment of the Assemblea de Catalunya, a
unitary, democratic, anti-Franco movement.

Josep Massot believed that history should explain
events, but that the events had to be interpreted, and he
did so in accordance with his conception of the world and
of life. He managed to pair vivid storytelling with solid
erudition. The fragility of his personal appearance con-
cealed the steadfastness of his character and the persever-
ance of his determination.

Santiago Riera i Tuébols (1935 - 2021)*

His scientific and academic ca-
reer was marked by his early
studies in engineering, which
culminated with a doctorate
(1973), and by his teaching ac-
tivity as a professor of thermo-
dynamics and physiochemistry
at the Escola Técnica Superior
d’Enginyers Industrials. To the
surprise of many, his personal
curiosity and inclination led
him to study history, in the
specialisation of contemporary history, at the Universitat
de Barcelona with extraordinary personal effort: he
earned his Bachelor’s in 1981 at the age of 46. By 1983 he
was working as a teaching assistant, and in 1986 he be-
came a tenured professor specialised in the Department
of the History of Science and Technology (a field in which
he had already published a synthesis on Catalonia in
1983). Ultimately, the engineers also accepted this shift as
a source of enrichment and asked him to work on many
collaborations in this field within the Collegi d’Enginyers.
He taught, researched and directed many theses in the
Department of Contemporary History until he retired in
2006. On that occasion, the journal Cercles d’Historia
Cultural devoted a monographic tribute edition to him.
His maturity and reputation as a great lecturer led him to
stand out among professors and students over all those
years. In terms of his field of specialisation, his first focus
of interest led him to study the Enlightenment in Catalo-
nia, with general contextualisations, institutional studies
and analyses of the major personalities; these issues have
actually occupied him his entire life. An early study that
stemmed from his doctoral thesis was on Francesc Salva i
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Campillo (1985). Another of his areas of interest was a
study of Narcis Monturiol and his Ictineu submarine, to
which he devoted numerous articles and a book, as well as
curating an exhibition at the Museu Maritim (1986), tak-
ing advantage of the revived interest in this figure on the
centennial of his death. Yet another main focal point was
his study of the scientific and technical aspects of the Ro-
mantic period, with studies on Catalonia during the Re-
naixenca and Europe, such as his research on Goethe,
which became one of his main passions, and on the uto-
pian implications of the grand scientific conceptions of
that period, as well as the repercussions and controversial
impact of Darwinism in Catalonia. Another front that
caught Riera’s interest was industrial archaeology and the
recovery of Catalonia’s industrial heritage, activities in
which he was a pioneer. In the midst of the euphoria over
the Olympics, he promoted a group bent of preserving the
heritage in Poble Nou which was being threatened with
the construction of the Olympic Village (1991); the Town
Hall denounced them as conservatives and reactionaries,
but it ended up sponsoring a team to catalogue what was
being destroyed and awarded Riera the City Medal. He
also devoted quite a few studies to the industrial colonies
of Catalonia, with particular attention to the Catalan
forge. Between 2001 and 2005, he was the lead researcher
in the project ‘L’home i el ferro a Catalunya’. Among
many other topics of interest to Riera, we can highlight
his studies on the railway and steamships, as well as the
Catalan historical biography of the leading scientists, in-
stitutional managers and intellectuals in the fields of sci-
ence and technology. Santiago Riera was a member of the
advisory board of the Museu Nacional de la Ciénciaidela
Técnica de Catalunya in Terrassa virtually from its incep-
tion in 1984. His later work, in addition to syntheses
meant for a wide readership, included reflections on po-
litical, ethical and national aspects of the evolution of his
areas of interest in relation to Catalonia and the world at
large: he was a member of the Advisory Board of the Insti-
tut de Tecnoeética. With regard to his institutional com-
mitment, his work at the Ateneu Barcelones is worth
highlighting, where he twice served as president and was a
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member of the advisory board of its important library un-
til last March. Santiago Riera was an indefatigable worker,
published an average of one book every two years and
even cultivated historical novels and travel literature,
most prominently several books devoted to studying the
major European cities that played an important role in
the cultural evolution of the continent. He entitled what
he claimed was going to be his last book Jo i la meva cir-
cumstancia. Consideracions sobre el determinisme (2019),
and after that he spent his time writing his memoirs,
which were unfortunately left unfinished upon his death.
Between 1979 and 1983, he was the president of the En-
gineering Section of the Societat Catalana de Ciéncies Fi-

siques, Quimiques i Matematiques, and from 1990 to
1991 he was the president of the Societat Catalana
d’Estudis Historics. With a candidacy supported in the
plenary by Albert Balcells, on 17 June 2002 he joined the
Institut d’Estudis Catalans as a member affiliated with the
History-Archaeology Section, to which he regularly con-
tributed. On 30 October 2003, he read his inaugural ad-
dress entitled “‘Una visi6 de la Illustracio catalana’.

A kind, cordial man of extraordinary delicacy coupled
with strong convictions and incredible intellectual rigour,
with the physical disappearance of Santiago Riera i
Tuebols we have lost a referent and a great colleague and
friend.



